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   They say that in Martin Luther’s class on Genesis, 
this smart aleck student asked, “Dr. Luther, since 
you know so much about the book of Genesis, tell 
us: what was God doing all that time before God 
created the world?”  Luther, not one to be upped 
by a smart-mouthed seminarian, replied, “What 
was God doing before God created the world? God 
was gathering sticks to make a switch to beat the 
hell out of people like you who ask such dumb 
questions!” 
   But seriously, what was God doing all that time? 
What was there for God to do before God did for 
us? What did God think about before God thought 
about you and me? 
   And in Exodus, it was wonderful when God finally 
came down and heard the cry of the Hebrew 
slaves. But some of the glory of the Exodus fades 
when one realized that they had been crying in 
slavery for 430 years! Why did God wait 430 years 
before liberating the Hebrew children? 
   One of the toughest tasks of being a preacher is 
allowing the Holy Spirit to enter, to enlighten, and 
to speak to my listeners—when and where the Ho-
ly Spirit chooses. I’ve carefully crafted what I want 
to say to you as to communicate with you here, 
now, without fail. But I’ve been preaching long 
enough to know that no matter what I preach, it 
isn’t a sermon, it isn’t God’s word for you unless 
and until the Holy Spirit descends and enables you 
to hear. It isn’t a sermon until God says it’s a ser-
mon. I want that time of revelation to be now, right 
now, while I’m talking. But I can tell, just by looking 
at some of your faces that once again, God is tak-
ing God’s own sweet time with my sermon! 
   Perhaps it’s because of my advanced age (I’ve 
clearly got more yesterdays on my account than 
tomorrows) but I find that I wake up each morning 
surprised, grateful even, just to be waking up in the 
morning! I find myself saying, “So, you have one 
more day. What a surprise! What a gift! So what 
will I do with today?” The time before me is a gift 
and an assignment, grace and judgement. What 
will we do, what will God do with the time? 
   A man in my congregation had dangerous open 
heart surgery. He was told by the doctor he had no 
more than a fifty-fifty chance of survival during the 
surgery. But he did survive. When I visited him af-
terwards, I said, “You did survive after all! Isn’t that 
wonderful?” He said, “No, preacher, I didn’t survive. 
I did more than survive; I was born again. I’m not 
the same person I have been for the past fifty 
years. I’ve been given a second chance and I’m go-
ing to be different, better that before.” His post-
operative time was for him a time of both judge-
ment and grace. 
   May we learn to allow God to do things in God’s 
time! 

A Letter from the  

 

 

 

Dear Members of First Christian Church, 
     Thank you for your gifts to Disciple Mission 
Fund in 2022. I am pleased to say that First 
Christian Church was one of the top 10 DMF giv-
ing congregations in the Florida Region. Thank 
you! 
     Your gifts help support the ministry of the     
Florida Disciples Regional Church and our wider 
church ministries across the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ.) As you may know 47% of 
each DMF dollar is returned to the region to 
support our ministries here. These gifts help us 
to provide camps and conferences for young 
people, support congregations as they seek new 
pastoral leadership, walk alongside candidates 
for ministry, and help launch new Disciples con-
gregations. The other 53% supports the work of 
the General Church including our overseas    
missions, our colleges and seminaries, our New 
Church and Transforming ministries, and so 
much more. 
     I also wasn't to thank you for being a 6x6      
congregation. You are one of 16 congregations 
who gave to all 6 of the Special Offerings in 
2022. Thank you for this additional support and 
ongoing commitment to the ministries of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ.) 
     We could not do this work with congrega-
tions and individuals like you who support the 
work of our wider ministry. Thank you for your 
giving. I am grateful to count you as a partner in 
our shared ministry across the Florida Region. 
     May God continue to bless and guide your    
ministry in Haines City and the ministry we do 
together. I look forward to the ways God will be 
at work in and through us in the coming year. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Rev. Sandy Messick, Regional Director 
Florida Disciples Regional Church 

The General Assembly of the 

Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) will be meeting in 

Louisville, Kentucky on July 

29 to August 1st.       

First Christian Church is enti-

tled to two voting representatives (non clergy). 

If you would be interested in going as a repre-

sentative of our congregation, let the Church 

Office know. There are lots of things taking 

place at the Assembly. 



Birthdays 

Andy Duff   3/4 

Larry Lincoski  3/13 

Nancy Bright  3/19 

Marilyn Schleifer  3/31 
 

Anniversaries 

 Paul & Donna Nordby  3/8 

  James & Janice Tennant 3/26 

  Karl & Carol Casey  3/29 

Those with Health Concerns: Karl Casey, Mar-

garet Fowler, Marty Dewitt, Betty Macaluso,   

Cheryl Stoltz, Bev Pyster, Gary Pillsbury, Jody 

Murphy, Don Hyman, Pete Jarrett, Charlie and 

Nancy Bright Phyllis Wasson, Karen Bailey, Deb 

Kemp, Betty Kemp, Florence Roberts, Marion 

Farnsworth,  Gary Sheldon  and all who care for 

them. 
 

 Those affected by earthquakes in Turkey and 

Syria 

 Those affected by the big winter storm 

 All who are helpless, hurting and have lost 

HOPE 

 Those looking for work 

 Those who Grieve –  

         Family & friends of Dottie Minnich 

         Friends & families of mass shooting victims 

Ladies Birthday Lunch 
 

Each month, the Ladies of the Church 

meet to celebrate the birthdays of the 

month, and the have some fun and fellowship. The 

location changes each month. Our March Lunch-

eon will be held on March 21 at 1:00 pm (location 

to be announced soon).  If you would like to join 

us, please contact the church office. 

 

Education Committee members needed 
Different backgrounds sought; All 
ideas will be considered. Topics in-
clude WOW Children's Ministry, Sun-
day School classes, Self-paced Bible 
studies and short-term Dining/
Fellowship groups. Contact: Paul 
Nordby at: paulnordby@yahoo.com. 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 

Friendship Circle will be meeting 

March 7th at 1:00 in the fellowship 

hall. This is for all women of the 

church.  Hope you will be able to 

join us.  

     
DWM Community Service Project 

 

The DWM is collecting socks 
and undies for the next three 
weeks so the children at Alta 
Vista school and Angel Care 
can have them just before 
Easter.  This is one of DWM’s 

service projects that we do every year.  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated.  It makes a big 
difference in the lives of these children. Thank 
you 
 
Betsy Rod 
DWM Vice President.  

I would like to take this opportunity to express 

my deepest appreciation and thanks for the kind-

ness you have shown to me as I begin my service 

with you. The gift cards and treats were so kind 

and generous. I look forward to getting to know 

each and every one of you as we take this new 

step forward in our walk with God!  

Dr. Bill McConnell 


